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TIGER 21: THE EXTRAORDINARY
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
When Michael Sonnenfeldt sold
his first company, The Harborside
Financial Center, back in 1986
for over $100 million, he
admittedly had no idea about
wealth preservation, longterm planning or investing his
newfound fortune.
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y the time Sonnenfeldt’s second business was ready
to sell, the serial entrepreneur, philanthropist, and
political activist was prepared for a more thoughtful
approach to preserving his wealth, “I realized that I
needed to be a lot smarter,” Sonnenfeldt conceded.
“The best way to do that was to learn from others
who had been down that road or who were on that road at
the same time that I was. They also needed to be incredibly
successful, bright people who were lifelong learners so
that we could all learn from one another as we went down
that road.”
The result of Sonnenfeldt’s revelation was the launch
of TIGER 21, a remarkably strategic and exclusive peer
membership organization for high-net-worth individuals
with at least $10 million in investable assets.
The unrivaled, one-of-a-kind group, originating in New York
City and now with 40 groups in more than 25 cities across
the globe, is straight-forward in its purpose and mission.
Explains Sonnenfeldt, founder and president of TIGER
21, “There was no organization that had been created
to be a peer-to-peer learning model for high-net-worth
wealth creators after they had sold their businesses. We
introduced TIGER 21 for the very successful few who exit
a company at an extraordinary level of success and were
asking themselves, ‘What’s next in my life and how do I best
equip myself to meet the challenges ahead?’”
Sonnenfeldt shares that the initial reason he felt TIGER 21
would resonate with members was the unique situation
that entrepreneurs find themselves in when they have a
liquidity event and go from having 1,000 employees to, all
of a sudden, having a lot of money and no employees at all.
So what are the things that somebody who has been a CEO
for 30 years now needs to know about preserving wealth?
Addressing this quandary was at the top of Sonnenfeldt’s
agenda until the true calling for the organization presented
itself, “As we grew, we found that wealth can be particularly
isolating and that some of life’s problems can be amplified
in a way that can’t be discussed with friends and family
who are not in the same situation,” Sonnenfeldt explains.
“There’s something quite liberating about being in a
community where everybody is bound by confidentiality
and you have the ability to communicate at a level that you
might not be able to with others.”
One TIGER 21 member who echoes Sonnenfeldt’s feelings
of confidentiality, advisement, and comradery within the
organization is Cuvée Founder and CEO Larry Mueller.
Mueller’s membership experience commenced with the
Dallas chapter and then he supported TIGER 21’s launch
of its first group in Denver of which he is now a member.
A second Denver group has since formed with a third one
currently being established in Colorado.
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The assembly of like-minded business professionals and
personalities coupled with the common drive to secure
and properly manage their respective portfolios finds
Mueller as an ardent proponent. With each group based
on 12-15 members, the structured environment allows
for highly-effective interaction among determined and
passionate constituents. “TIGER 21 started with the idea
of putting high-net-worth people together to talk about
investments and investment philosophy – what has
worked and what hasn’t worked for its members – while
sharing our portfolios with the group and discussing
why we made certain investments, how they performed
and what our strategy was,” Mueller reveals. “Members
are from all different backgrounds, perspectives, and
experiences and we all advise each other with feedback
and comments. This is the foundation of TIGER 21 and this
is why I was initially drawn to it.”
In these monthly meetings, other ancillary elements that
go into managing estates and portfolios are brought up
for discussion as well, running the gamut from real estate
transactions and acquisitions of private planes, yachts, and
multiple homes to issues with family, siblings, divorces,
and health, all of which impact how one makes investment
decisions and organizes their financial affairs. Almost
any related topic is fair game, including procedures and
strategies that deal with protecting your portfolio from
cybercrime, proper insurance levels, and taxes.
Members are also treated to unparalleled access to some
of the world’s most accomplished business leaders.
Howard Schultz, David Rubenstein, and Condoleezza Rice
are just a few of the world class luminairies who have
attended recent TIGER 21 events as featured guests and
speakers.
“The magic that TIGER 21 creates is a highly confidential,
completely transparent experience where members can
explore issues that perhaps they can delve into nowhere
else in their life,” Sonnenfeldt explains. “When someone
walks through the door of one of our monthly meetings,
they walk through the looking glass and, because of
the reputation that we’ve built for absolute integrity,
transparency, and zero tolerance for any breach of
confidentiality, members are very quickly able to get into
a unique mode of communication and support with their
peers.”

Sonnenfeldt details, “We have the ability to build subgroups of members with common interests across our
network whether it’s philanthropy, bio-tech, renewable
energy, oil and gas, robotics or Bitcoin. If you’re interested
in investing in Latin America then you’d meet with our
Miami group. For real estate, we’d suggest our New York
or Los Angeles chapters. For oil and gas we would direct
you to our Dallas or Calgary groups. All of these groups
develop cachet and expertise that, as part of the TIGER 21
network, allow people to connect to each other.”
To Sonnenfeldt’s point, Mueller has made six or seven
investments as a result of his TIGER 21 membership
while adding, “What TIGER 21 does and what Cuvée does
in a similar fashion is that we expand our community’s
social circles. Getting to know each other better allows
for deeper and more meaningful discussions. A TIGER
21 member can attend any meeting anywhere. Some of
these guys have become some of my best friends who I
now socialize with, trust and go to for advice.”
Mueller continued, “The quality of TIGER 21 meetings,
discussions and relationships are really a function
of the quality of people around the table.” Cuvée and
TIGER 21 both offer exclusive experiences. “TIGER 21
provides the foundation to focus on wealth creation and
preservation with access to your own personal board
of directors that truly have your best interest at heart.
While Cuvée provides a platform to “Celebrate Life” in
the most treasured destinations in the world in a highly
personalized and authentic way with the friends and
family you cherish – at the end of the day, this is really
what life is all about,” says Mueller.
Those in the Cuvée community who are interested in
learning more about TIGER 21 (tiger21.com) are encouraged
to contact TIGER 21’s Harley Frank at (212) 584-0222
or harley.frank@tiger21.com.

The “by invitation only” organization is proud to have
unfolded the notion in the past year that its moniker,
“Protect, Connect, and Enhance” is how TIGER 21 has
come to understand itself. With over 600 members and its
20th anniversary around the corner in 2019, it’s now an
appropriate window to be thinking about what Sonnenfeldt
describes as TIGER 3.0, which involves the formation of
new groups in half a dozen international capitals and
cities beyond Canada and the U.S.
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